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2009 SYMPONYIUM A GREAT SUCCESS! 

 
OVERVIEW OF PONY SYMPONYIUM 

     The 2009 Symponyium is now history, and I certainly 
hope that those of you who were there still have good 
memories of the occasion.  For those of us who were 
involved in the planning of the event, we were really 
pleased with the whole affair.  Beginning with our speaker, 
Sharri LaFoon from Elk Grove Milling on Friday night, to 
our key-note speaker Leah Brault from the genetics 
department from UC Davis on Saturday afternoon, to our 
very good friend and continued supporter of the WPCAC 
Dr. Michael Van Noy from Auburn Labs  – each of these 
folks truly had great information to share with us, and I 
believe everyone went home feeling like they learned 
something valuable.  We were also very pleased to have our 
friend Rene’ Reyes come back and share his artistic talents  
with many of the attendees – both children and adults.  
Rene’ designed our shirts year before last.   Additionally, 
there was plenty of time for visiting, and as we always say – 
pony people love to visit. 
 
     Another highlight of the weekend was the historical 
review of ponies – Memories – 50 Years of Influential 
Ponies.  It was fun to sit back and listen to the “Ohoooo’s 
and Ahhhhh’s” throughout the room, as different ponies 
were displayed.  A big “thank you” to Jay Hubert for 
putting this presentation together.  We looked at different 
ponies for over an hour, and I know not all ponies were 
featured – there just wasn’t enough time.  This next year we 
are hoping to feature the people who have been, at one time 
or another, involved with the WPCAC.  If you know of 
someone who should be recognized, please be sure to let us 
know, and let them know we want to include them in the 
program. 
 
     Congratulations to each and every one of this year’s 
Pacific Coast High Point winners 

Welsh Pony & Cob Association 
of California, Inc.  

One of the oldest continuously affiliated Welsh Pony & Cob Association in the USA 
 

March/April 2009  
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Visit the WPCAC website at 

www.wpcac.com 
 
for all the latest ponies & cobs 

for sale, news and events! 
 

 
 

 
 

   Celebrate your wins, accomplishments, 
New ponies or foals!  

Advertise in 
The Bulletin! 

 
Advertising  (Member Rates): 

 
Full  Page: $25 (includes 2 photos) 

Half Page: $15 (1 photo) 
Quarter Page: $10 (1 photo) 
Extra  photos: $10 each 

 
FREE Classified Ads 

for WPCAC Members! 
 

 WPCAC members can receive one free 30 word 
 classified ad, with one photo, per issue. 

 
Please e-mail your photos (jpg or gif only) 

 and ad copy to: 
jph@softcom.net 

 
Or via USPS: 
Judy Hubert 

13388 Renke Road 
Galt, CA 95632-8320 

 
Send Payments to WPCAC  

P.O. Box 13901 
Sacramento, CA 95853-3901 

(let us know when you’ve sent your money) 
OR 

pay via PayPal (let us know you will be using 
this method)  

 
Advertising deadlines : 

May 15th, July 15th, September 15th, November 15th 
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BREEDING CLASS 
RESULTS 

 

 
 
SECTION A MARES 
1. Severn Festive Spree  94 
2 Gaslight Chwyrlwynt  79 
3. SRW Poppins Silver Steps 77 
 

 
Karen MacLeay  proudly accepting her award 
SECTION B MARES 
1. Goldhills Mystique  111 
2 Goldhills Make Believe Princess
 69 
3. Goldhills All That Glitters 63 
 
SECTION C MARES 
1. Gaslight Amber  42 
2. Lascaux Soprano  25 
3. Talywern Legally Blonde 19 
 
SECTION D MARES 
1 Goldhills Hot Mocha  124 
2 Goldhills High Tea  65 
3. Goldhills Baklava.  35 

 
SECTION A STALLIONS 
1. *Wharley Magic Flute 50 
2. SRW Silver Yankee Doodle Dandy
 42 
3. Gaslight Shamrock  32 
SECTION B STALLIONS 
1. Goldhills Most Wanted 63 
2. Dry Creek Master Vandal 51 
3. Goldhills Maverick  42 
 
SECTION D STALLIONS 
1. Goldhills Genesis  39 
 
SECTION A GELDINGS 
1. SRW Silver Celebration 63 
2. Larken Promise Kept  57 
3. Quail Hollow Cormac  54 
 
SECTION B GELDINGS 
1. Farmore Royal Heir  128 
2. Posh Magic Carpet Ride 69 
3. Goldhills Muskateer  42 
 
SECTION D GELDINGS   
1. Goldhills Butter Rum  81 
2 Cairngan Tym   25 
3. Windridge Bedazzled  11 
 

 
Carrie Kirtlan, pleased pink 
 
HALF-WELSH 
1. Farmore Fifth Avenue  72 
2. Designer Fame & Glory 28 
3. Whimbrel Rhapsody in Bay 27 
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 PERFORMANCE RESULTS 
 
ENGLISH PLEASURE, 18/OVER 
1. Gaslight Chwylwynt  129 
2. Goldhills All That Glitters 78 
3. Quail Hollow Cormac  46 
 
HUNTER, 18/OVER 
1. Goldhills Maverick  82 
2. Goldhills All That Glitters 75 
3. Quail Hollow Cormac  49 
 

 
Bud Gearhart collecting the loot for Kim 
 
WESTERN PLEASURE, 18/OVER 
1. Gaslight Chwylwynt  104 
2. Goldhills Maverick  64 
3. *Rhoson Bon Bon  59 
 
TRAIL, 18/OVER 
1. Gaslight Chwylwynt  28 
2 Goldhills Maverick  27 
3. Goldhills All That Glitters 13 
 
CARRIAGE DRIVING, OPEN 
1. Goldhills Mystique  100 
2. Gaslight Chwylwynt  87 
3. Dry Creek Master Vandal 56 

PLEASURE DRIVING 
1. Goldhills Mystique  102 
2. Gaslight Chwylwynt  94 
3. Goldhills Most Wanted 66 
 
SHOWMANSHIP, 17/UNDER 
1. Sarah Frushour  26 
2. Alyssa Lopez   10 
 
TRAIL, 17/UNDER 
1. Gaslight Chwylwynt  34 
2. Larken Promise Kept  18 
 
HUNTERS, 17/UNDER 
1. Larken Promise Kept  63 
2. Posh Magic Carpet Ride 44 
3. Brookside Lucullus  27 
 

 
 
ENGLISH PLEASURE, 17/UNDER 
1. Larken Promise Kept  108 
2. Pinedale Mountain Buttercup 75 
3. Posh Magic Carpet Ride 74 
 
WESTERN PLEASURE, 17/UNDER 
1. Pinedale Mountain Buttercup 75 
2. Larken Promise Kept  36 
 
SHORT STIRRUP, 12/UNDER 
1. Emily Jackson/Brookside Lucullus 
 20 
2. Sarah Frushour/Pinedale Merlin, 
 15 
3 Alyssa Lopez/Capstone Calm Before 

The Storm 14 
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WALK TROT, 11/UNDER 
1. Cheyenne Lewis/Brookside Lucullus 
 28 
2. Kennedy Keating/Iwanna Fortune In 

Silver 23 
3. Alyssa Lopez/Capstone Calm Before 

The Storm 21 
 
LEADLINE, 7/UNDER 
1. Jessica Baum  17 
2. Garrett Radcliff 8 
 
2009 PERPETUAL TROPHY WINNERS 
 
VARNI MEMORIAL 
2008 – Sevren Festive Spree 
 
FARMORE FARMS        
Overall Section B Welsh Halter 
2008 – Goldhills Mystique 
 
OAKDALE PONY STUD 
2008 – Gaslight Amber 
STORYBOOK FARM 
2008 – Goldhills Hot Mocha 
 
PINEDALE CAPTAIN COURAGEOUS  
2008 – Goldhills Double Dare 
 
COSKREY’S SAPPHIRE GEM 
MEMORIAL     
2008 – Mary’s Melody 
 
COFFING OAKS GET OF SIRE 
2008 – Asgard Silver Dollar 
 
ROCKING HORSE RANCH 
2008 – Jessica Baum 
 
WINDCREST TROPHY 
2008 – Cheyenne Lewis 

 
Cheyenne Lewis  

CASTLEWOOD TROPHY 
2008 – Emily Jackson 
 
M. J. HUBERT MEMORIAL 
2008–Sydney Mac Whorter/Larken Promise 
Kept 

 
Sydney MacWhorter – quite pleased! 
 
POPPYCREST EQUITATION 
2008 – Sarah Frushour 

 
Sarah Frushour accepting an award 
 
SHILOH DRIVING 
2008 – Goldhills Mystique/Jackie Verkuyl 
 
SIERRA VIEW ADULT 
2008– Dr. Carrie Mac Whorter/Gaslight 
Chwyrlwynt 
 
WPAC SECTION A OVERALL HIGH 
POINT 
2008 – Gaslight Chwyrlwynt 
 
BAR GR SECTION B OVERALL HIGH 
POINT 
2008 – Goldhills Mystique 
 
STEPHAN WELSH 
2008 – Goldhills Butter Rum 
 
HELEN REAMER MEMORIAL 
2008 – Quail Hollow Cormac 
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ANNE WESTERMAN MEMORIAL 
2008 – Carol & David Maurer 

 
LLEDRITH WELSH PONY AND COB 
PERPETUAL TROPHY – RIDDEN 
COBS (no recipient this year) 
 
LAUREL OAKS SUNNY MOUNTAIN 
MEMORIAL 
2008 – Goldhills Mystique 
 
PONY CROSS FARM ADULT 
2008 – CARRIE MAC WHORTER 
 
SETHWOOD CAPTAIN JACK, ½ 
WELSH OVERALL PERFORMANCE 
2008 – FARMORE HANKY PANKY 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Regretfully offering: 

 Wildrose Knight N Days; Section A, 7 
year old gelding.   Wonderful, old 
bloodlines.   (A-32700 Greenvale’s Ebony 
Knight (Farnley Nero X Shiloh Topaz)  X 
A-37245 Wildrose Sunny Days (Laurel 
Oaks Sunny Mountain X Woodbridge 
Charisma). 

Has been shown (walk/trot, leadline and 
halter), pony clubbed, many camping/trail 
ride trips.    He has a great trot and would be 
a good driving prospect.   Family emergency 
has forced this.     This pony is a love!    A 
good home is more important than money, 
so if you're considering, please call me.    
Price is very negotiable!  Jane Perez, 209-
245-3582)

 

 

Herd Reduction: 
Fillies, Colt and Gelding by 

Farmore Publicity, LOM 

 
 

www.DARDENWELSHPONIES.COM 
e-mail: dardenwelsh@clearwire.net 
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AROUND THE STABLES…………… 
 
Sent 2/11/09 from Stephanie 
Abronson, Pony Cross Farm…  

Last weekend:  Freezingly sort 
of wet good lesson and competition 
this past weekend in Hesperia.  With 
the weather conditions – WE DID IT! – 
from rainy cold and not too much of 
a biting wind – no dust - to breezy 
freezing and a little damp – no dust!  
But we all had a great time.  Placed 
second in our division.  

On the way home Sunday 
afternoon we ran into snow at Llano 
on Hwy 138.  

This is one of the many ways 
Stephanie spends her “free” time.  As you 
can see, this is a very exciting and 
challenging event – something that is 
gaining in popularity with the Welsh, as they 
tend to “clean house” when they attend.  
Yeah Stephanie! 
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MORE PONY NEWS………. 
 

 

This past fall, Goldhills Muskateer went to a new home.  Jessica San Diego Brister has been working 
with him for his new owner, Dr. Carolyn Fricke, and send the following: 
 
We skipped out on the AGM this year to have a little fun showing off our Welsh to the Driving 
World. This weekend we drove down to the Florida Horse Festival and Carriage Show held at the 
Florida Carriage Museum in Weirsdale, Fl.  I drove Dr. Carolyn Crighton Fricke's new pony 
Goldhills Musketeer and we could not have been more pleased. Musket. as he is affectionately 
known, is only four years old, and this was only his 3rd driving show.  He was purchased in 
November from Gerald and Jackie Verkuyl and he is the total package. Red was our color this 
weekend, and in this company coming in 2nd was more than rewarding.  We were showing against 
great drivers such as Katie Waley , Ann Bliss, and many more. The pony division was huge, they 
split it into two groups, but both ended up still having about 10 or so. I was absolutely ecstatic when 
they called us for the Florida State Championship Silver Medal! I was so proud of the little man. He 
is coming along, we still have some "refining" to do, but I could not have been happier for him only 
being four. 
 

 
 

and more news about Muskateer…………. 
 

Welsh ponies were well represented at the 13th annual Sunrise Ridge Horse Driving Trail on 
27-29 March 2009.  Twenty one degrees F with the wind chill and with 35 mph north wind gusts, 
and snowflakes falling  greeted the morning on Saturday in Paradise at the Sunrise Ridge Ranch. 
     Goldhills Musketeer, a Section B gelding, driven by Jessica San Diego Brister, arrived from 
Moss Point, Mississippi, after blazing a trail from the Florida State Fair, the Weirsdale Florida 
Carriage Driving Show, the Black Prong competition at Bronson,Florida where he won Training 
Division, Single Pony, to compete in his first Premliminary Single Pony Competition. He was 
the  Florida State Silver Medalist in the Single pony driving events.  A very willing four year old 
chestnut gelding bred by Jackie Hubert Verkuyl, started in driving by Gerald Verkuyl, was 
purchased at the California Western Welsh Nationals in November,2008, by Carolyn Crighton 
Fricke of Austin, Texas. Musket was Supreme Champion Gelding, and Supreme Champion 
Carriage Driving Winner at that show. 
     In spite of the very inclement weather, Musket marched out and won a 55.27 in Dressage with 
a 10 in presentation, 6 in Cones, (one cone was knocked down by Musket's tail when a 35 mpg 
wind gust blew his tail into the cone),and a  blazing 44.43  in Marathon to total 105.70 making 
his the overall best score of the Single Pony Preliminary/Open/Single Horse Division. Jessica's 
mother, Laura San Diego, was the able Navigator and Coach. 
     We were very pleased with Musket's calm demeanor in the most challenging weather 
conditions and are looking forward to more driving events. 
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More exciting news about a locally bred pony – Greenvale’s Fred Astaire is currently competing in a 
series of CDE’s back East.   Benjy & Karen Levy are the proud owners of this fine pony. 
 
From Leslie Berndl, Fred’s trainer………written February 14th 
 
I wanted to update you on what Fred Levy will be doing this year.  On Tuesday, Fred leaves on his trip of 
a lifetime.  He has his bags and carriages packed for a long trip to  Ocala, Florida.  Benjy and Karen Levy 
have graciously allowed me to show Fred in the upcoming selection trials for the USEF Pony Team.  Fred 
will be the smallest pony in the division but we truly believe that it's the size of the heart in the pony, not 
the size of the pony itself.  Fred has worked very hard this winter in preparation for his eastern trip.  

 
Our first outing will be at the Sunshine State CAI in Ocala, Florida February 26- March 1.  He will then 
go with Lisa Singer to Windsor, South Carolina.  Fred will travel back to Florida in March to compete in 
the Live Oak International, March 18-22.  After Live Oak, he will go back to Lisa's for a little R & R.  He 
will then go to Southern Pines, North Carolina to compete in the Southern Pines CDE.  From there, we 
will journey up north to Chateaulog North.  Fred is also planning on competing at the Garden State CDE 
in Allentown, New Jersey , May 27-31. 
 
This will be quite an expedition for a little pony who has never been out of California.  Fred and I will be 
accompanied by my wonderful friend, JoDee Howard, who will ride with me in Dressage and Cones and 
my other great friend, Scott Monroe, who will be keeping the dirty side of the carriage down.   With our 
equipment, there is no dirty side, thanks to JoDee's tireless work, so I will tell Scott to keep the wheels on 
the ground!! 
 
We are all so excited about this upcoming experience.  I would like to thank the Levy's for their trust in 
me and their friendship and to Fred for his "heart of a lion."   
 
So, let's hope the little guy comes out on top!!!  We will keep you posted... 
 
Here’s some pictures of Fred – Dressage, Marathon and Cones – and he came out 4th overall in the Live 
Oak event – we’re all so proud of him.  Congratulations for a job well done – this is MAJOR competition. 
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2009 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
April 4 SLWPA Silver Show, Atascadero, CA.  Contact Megan, 

megan@bridlewoodwelsh.com 
April 18 WPCAC Silver Show, Single Judged, Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, 
 Contact Jackie, info@goldhills.com, Judge:  Suzan Strahan 
April 19 WPCAC Silver Show, Single Judged, Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, 
 Contact Jackie, info@goldhills.com, Judge:  Lorelei Casipit 
May 10 SLWPA Silver Show, Atascadero, CA.  Contact Megan, 
 megan@bridlewoodwelsh.com 
June 14 SLWPA Silver Show, Atascadero, CA., Contact Megan, 
 megan@bridlewoodwelsh.com 
June 19-21 OWPS Welsh Show, Albany, OR 
July 2-4 Santa Barbara National Horse Show, Gold, Santa Barbara, CA.  Contact Rae 

Dean Stone, raedeane@cox.net.  Judges:  Mike Maxwell, Suzan Strahan 
August 6-9 SLWPA Provisional Gold, Contact Megan, megan@bridlewoodwelsh.com 
September 9 & 10 Pacific Coast Classic, Gold, Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, CA 
 Contact Jackie, info@goldhills.com, Judges:  Barbara Kirchner Magrogan, 

Kimberly Blanche-Wagner 
September 11-13 WPCSA Western National, Gold, Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, CA 
 Contact Jackie, info@goldhills.com.  Judges:  John Almond, Kerry Wainwright, 

UK 
October 24 – 25 KISS, Gold, Brookside Equestrian Park, Elk Grove, CA Contact Jackie, 

info@goldhills.com.  Additional info. to be posted on website. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WELSH 

 
W is for WEALTH of uses, as children’s ponies under saddle, over the jumps, in harness, or  

in hand.  A wealth of beauty and pleasure. 
 
E is for EASY – easy to train, handle, and keep.  Easy to adjust to all requirements. 
 
L  is for LUXURY and LENGTH.  ‘Tis a luxury to own such an animal for such a length of  

life. 
 
S is for SAFE and SECURE.  Safe and Secure that you have a pony that with love and  

affection will return not only many years of joy, but profits also. 
 

H is for HARDINESS under all conditions.  They have proved their adaptability to all  
conditions. 

Reprinted from the Midwest Welsh Breeders Sales Catalogue, April 20, 1958. 
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Many thanks to our friends at Auburn Labs for their  years of support.   
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SHOW TIME…………….. 
 
Show time is literally just around the corner.  Both the SLWPA (Santa Lucia Welsh and Pony 
Association) and the WPCAC (Welsh Pony and Cob Association of CA, Inc.) have worked 
together to try and develop a show program that will be accessible to all.  Both groups are 
sponsoring provisional Silver shows this year, with one provisional Gold show for each 
organization at this time.  We are all aware that the economy has hit most of us – either directly 
or indirectly.  Traveling from one end of the state to the other, much less to Oregon and/or 
Washington, will be very difficult for most folks.  As a result, the Silver shows are designed for 
the people in that particular area.  Needless to say, if you are able to travel, we welcome you to 
any and all shows.  If you are not, at least you will have several showing opportunities available 
in your local area. 
 
The clubs are also on a budget.  In the case of WPCAC, in order to keep the entry fees as low as 
possible, we have cut back in every area that we possibly could.  I personally got a real education 
when it came to ordering the ribbons for the show.  Exhibitors have expressed opinions from one 
extreme to the other – ribbons are very important – ribbons are not important at all.  We have 
access to the best ribbon lady in our state – I’ve compared her ribbons to those produced by 
Hodges, well known and ribbon producer for many shows, and our ribbons are still the best deal 
in town.  However, with entry fees being offered at $9/class (early/pre-entry fees), we cannot 
afford rosette ribbons.  Our answer was to order small single ribbons for all the classes, but then 
have “nice” ribbons for the Grand Champions, Division Champions, and Supreme Champions – 
and in doing this, we were able to stay within our budget.  We hope all exhibitors understand 
this, and welcome any help or suggestions for future events.  Our Gold Show will continue to 
have the Rosette ribbons.  We welcome sponsorships for the “extras”. 
 
As you have noted, our first show, the Spring Brookside Show, will have NO POST ENTRIES.  
With the class list being so large, we felt that we would be unable to work post entries and class 
changes into the day and get out of there before midnight!  �   We have modeled this effort after 
what a group of folks is doing on the East Coast.  It’s worked well for them, and I’m sure it will 
work well for us as well.  It will also help you as the exhibitor to budget your show expenses.   
 
In our last Bulletin, we pointed out that there will be a change with our entries at the Santa 
Barbara Show this summer.  We’re hopeful that the Spring Brookside Show will help us all get 
ourselves in the mindset that we need to be more efficient with our show entries, thus helping out 
all show management down the road.  To remind everyone: 
 

NEWS ABOUT THE SANTA BARBARA NATIONAL! 
 
 For all exhibitors who are planning to attend this year’s Santa Barbara National – and we 
hope that includes YOU – please be advised that the entries will be due, completed in full, on the 
date listed in the Premium List.  Their office is not set up to take last minute entries, or faxed 
entries.  Once the closing date is announced, we will let you know what that date is.  The 
Premium will also be on line, and once it is posted, we will pass that information on to you as 
well.  IF you send in an entry after the closing date, it will be accepted, but you will be charged 
the post entry penalty.  We have assured show management that we will let all exhibitors have 
this information so there is no misunderstanding. 
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Cute new little baby, , C filly by *Llanarth 
Black Lion and out of Lascaux Soprano 
born February 27. She is bay with 4 half-
stockings, a blaze and a right blue eye. We 
are extremely pleased with her. Her barn 
name is Dolly, with her registered name 
being Sterling Creek Dramma. 
 

 
 
Sterling Creek Rave - Section B filly - 
Goldhills Maverick LOM x RB Copper Hills 
Roxanne 

 

 
 
 
Sterling Creek Absolute - Section B filly - 
Goldhills Maverick LOM x Cuesta Anacapa 
 
 
 

 
 
Sterling Creek Be Be Good - Half-Welsh 
filly - Dry Creek Master Vandal LOM x 
Seaing Spots 
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This filly is *Telynau Ballerina's 6th foal, 
she is a full sister to Lara Brown's Farmore 
Fancy Footwork, Tammy Burgin's Farmore 
Prima Ballerina and Lee Ann Weber's 
Farmore Royal Ballerina, all sired by 
*Telynau Royal Charter. She loves to have 
her photo taken, not a shy girl in the least.  

 
 
Colt foal sired by *Eyarth Grenadier and out
 of Farmore Royal Heiress (AOE). Born Sat 
March 14th.  We are still looking for a name, 
though Farmore Imperial has been 
suggested. This is Colby's first foal and she 
is being a fabulous mom. 

���� 
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SRW Spree's Silver Mine (Asgard Silver 
Dollar x Severn Festive Spree) 
 

�
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Colt – by *Eyarth Grenadier out of Goldhills 
Mirage.  His temporary name is Goldhills 
Montecito - born March 15 - (on day 357!) 
chestnut turning grey colt.  Four white 
stockings and a great personality along with 
that darling face! 
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VIEW FROM THE CENTER RING 
Submitted by Karen MacLeay 

 
If you have ever wondered what goes on in the mind of a Welsh pony judge I would like to share 
a few thoughts.  As individual ponies enter the ring, my first consideration is Welsh type, which I 
think is best defined in the head.  The head is the first part of the body described in the “ Welsh 
judge’s bible”, the rulebook.    My second consideration as the pony begins to move on the line 
is assessing their ability to be athletic and show me true Welsh movement as defined in the 
rulebook for their particular section.  Specifically I am looking for a balanced mover whose 
“hind motor” equals the “front motor”.  Some ponies display a great deal of motion of the front 
legs but lack engagement of the rear legs.   As a Welsh exhibitor and also a judge, I am 
concerned when some judges appear to place more emphasize on movement than type.  For me 
as a judge, when a Welsh pony that is presented with great movement and balanced 
conformation but lacking type will be placed below the pony that exudes type but lacks great 
movement and has some conformation problems.    
 

On individual presentation, I am looking first for type and second for conformation and 
balance.  A pony that is put together correctly with balance can be mentally divided into three 
equal parts.  A pony with a short neck or long back or having a short, steep croup will not divide 
into 3 equal parts.   
 

When it comes to presenting your pony’s best motion, it is important to find a handler 
who is athletic (like your pony!) and can allow your pony to do an extended trot.  At the 
extended trot, your pony will be able to engage his hindquarters and show more animation.   
 

While type, conformation and movement are the most important criteria in placing a 
halter class, a pony that has been properly conditioned and groomed and has proper fitting 
equipment (one of my pet peeves is exhibitors who use a cave son on the bridle or halter that is 
set too low on the nose).  This gives a distorted appearance that the pony’s head is longer than it 
actually is) does also factor into placings.   
 

In judging performance classes, I think many of the ponies would show better movement 
if they were worked in a biting harness.  Frequently I observe ponies both driving and under 
saddle with headsets that are in front of the vertical (noses sticking out too far).  It is my opinion 
that ponies traveling in this frame are not able to fully utilize their rear motion.  See illustration 
of the difference in motion of a pony driving with a proper head set (Illustration 2) and a pony 
driving with head set in front of the vertical and nose too far out (Illustration 1).  In Illustration 1, 
the pony is not fully utilizing its rear motion.  In comparing the two pictures one can see how a 
proper frame enables the pony to move with more extension and drive.    Personally I have found 
it helpful to work my ponies that I show in performance classes (riding or driving) in a biting 
outfit.  Even my senior stallion who was shown for 26 years and won over 250 championships 
was worked at least once a week in a biting harness.   I would invite anyone reading this article 
to take the “biting harness challenge”.  Video tape your pony either driving or riding paying 
close attention to the headset.  Then start working your pony in a biting harness for one month at 
least 2 or 3 times a week.  Repeat the video taping in a month.  You should see a significant 
difference in your pony’s movement with more engagement of the rear quarters.  In performance 
classes I am looking for a pony that is not in front of or behind the vertical.  Consistency and 
steadiness of gait is important.  Movement is critical in all performance classes.  Manners and 
suitability of pony to rider all factor into placings.  When the performance of ponies is close on 
the rail work I place a great deal of emphasize on backing.  Frequently I see ponies backing with 
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their mouths gaping or resisting the back.  Ponies should back straight and without hesitation 
upon request of rider or driver.  

  

 
Illustration 2 

 

 
Illustration 1 

The classes I enjoy judging the most are the youth classes.  Watching our young riders 
sitting confidently on the backs of our beautiful Welsh ponies always makes me smile.  It is 
especially pleasing to see polished ponies with riders and handlers coordinating colors and style 
to match.   
 

The most difficult aspect of judging for me is to remember each pony has to be judged on 
his or her own merit in each class and not be influenced how a particular pony showed under me 
in a previous show.  For instance a pony might give a brilliant showing at one show and at the 
next show have a less brilliant go.  Knowing this pony is capable of more brilliance should not 
factor into my placing of him or her in the current show.   
 

The most exciting class for me to judge is the supreme championship where you have a 
line up of absolutely gorgeous ponies all of whom deserve to carry out the supreme champion 
ribbon.  It is the ultimate challenge to pick just one individual who rises to the top.  As a judge I 
believe the quality of ponies in all four sections have improved tremendously over the last 10 
years and while it does make judging much more exciting, it also makes it more difficult to 
choose the winners.   It is my observation that handlers have become much more educated about 
showing and bringing out the best in their ponies.   
 

To all you “old time” exhibitors, keep up the good work.  For all you newcomers 
welcome to the world of Welsh showing.  Learn all you can from those who are experienced and 
enjoy the ride.  Ask questions and seek help from experienced handlers who are always willing 
to share their knowledge and insight with newcomers.  You too can come out on top and catch 
the judge’s eye!   
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Our thanks to Elk Grove Milling for many years of support……………. 
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 WPCAC YOUTH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD PROGRAM 
 
Paperwork to be sent by Chairman upon enrollment.  Completed materials due back by 
November 30 of that year. 
 
The youth member must complete 5 activities during the calendar year, one under each of the 
categories below to spell WELSH (complete the spelling of the breed name).  The components of 
the program recognize volunteerism, education, outreach, promotion, and pony care/health. 
 
 
W – Writing about the Welsh breed, your experiences, etc. (to a pen pal, former owner, 
newspaper story or blog, school assignment, WPCAC Bulletin, etc.).  This can be done 
electronically or via U.S. mail 
 
E – Education (learning about your pony/cob and its history, from its former owner, by studying 
its pedigree, etc.) or reading a book/section of a book/article about the Welsh breed). 
 
L  – Living with your pony/cob (what do you enjoy doing most with your pony/cob, and what is 
his/her life like (daily, special events)(; do you have any concerns about your pony/cob’s life?) 
 
S – Shows and events (what have you done at pony/cob shows or related events – parades, 
demonstrations, etc.  The pony/cob need not participate, but just attend and share the 
experience). 
 
H – Helping (volunteerism) – how have you helped others with their ponies, helped at our 
shows, or in other events in your community (where you live). 
 
 
This suggested list of potential activities fit 
in the above: 
 
1.  Write a letter to the last owner and/or 
breeder of your pony.  Tell them the 
adventures that you have had with the pony, 
what you have learned, your successes and 
frustrations.  Ask about the pedigree, early 
training, etc. of your pony.  This may be 
done electronically or via U.S. mail. 
 
2. If you receive a reply to your letter/e-
mail, use the information to write a short 
article or a letter to the newsletter and 
website and share what you have learned. 

 
3. Look at the pedigrees of friends’ ponies 
and see if they contain some of the same 
names.  Share what you have learned about 
ponies and see if they add to your 
information.  Write a short article for the 
Bulletin or website about one of the 
interesting ponies. 
 
4.  Write/e-mail the British Welsh Pony and 
Cob Society (WPCS).  See if you can find a 
“pen pal” to exchange experiences and 
information about your Welsh pony 
experience.   

 
 
Other suggestions: 
 
1. Plan a short activity for junior members to 
enjoy at a pony show. 
 
 

2. Volunteer to help a local riding group 
with an open show.  What do they do 
differently from our Welsh shows?  What 
other classes do they include?  What do they 
do that seems like a “good” idea?  Why?  
How? 
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3. Volunteer to help for some time at a 
Welsh show.  Consider jobs like counting or 
ironing ribbons, creating internet ads to 
attract entrants, or helping with food.  
 
4. Write a thank-you letter to a judge or 
show official at a Welsh show.  Be specific 
about what you appreciated. 
 
5. Complete a year of membership with 
another horse or pony club such as U.S. 
Pony Club or 4-H.  If your participation 
requires some sort of a diary or story, use 
that to complete an activity.  What did you 
learn from this group?  What activities could 
we “borrow” for youth functions? 
 
6. Find a young pony enthusiast.  Using 
your pony, teach him/her how to ride 
leadline or walk-trot.  Help them enter a 
show and participate in one or more classes. 
 
7. Make and distribute posters 
advertising a local Welsh or open event.  
Write a short announcement for newspaper 
or TV community bulletin board.  Volunteer 
to be interviewed. 
 
8. Attend a clinic to improve your skills 
in some phase of riding or driving. 
 
9. Attend a day camp or over-night 
camp with your pony.  Make a poster or 
advertisement for the camp. 
 
10. Choose a new skill or type of riding.  
Do a photographic essay to help others 
become interested. 
 
11. Come to the aid of an ill or injured 
neighbor or friend, and help with feeding 
and care of ponies. 
 
12. Sketch or use swatches to design a 
wardrobe for a particular class. 
 
13. Try to set up an activity such as a 
movie night or game night to bring juniors 
together at a Welsh show or activity. 

 
14. Assist with the WPCAC AGM.  
Suggest a speaker or activity for junior 
members.  Secure materials, etc., and assist 
the presenter. 
 
15. Work up a budget for your pony.  
Keep an account of expected costs and 
surprising costs.  Create a budget for show 
expenses. 
 
16. Attend a games day, play day or 
gymkhana.    Make a plan to teach your 
pony/cob how to do one event. 
 
17. Plan a local trail ride for beginning 
riders.  How could you finance the ride?  
Include a map.  Mark the trail. 
 
18. Volunteer to help a local 
organization involved in trails or zoning 
problems faced by the horse community. 
 
19. Organize a tack sale or swap to be 
included at a WPCAC show.  Try to make it 
a money-making project. 
 
20. With the help of a veterinarian or 
trainer, plan a conditioning program for your 
pony.  Follow it as much as you can and 
examine the results.  Include feed as well as 
exercise. 
 
21. Suggest one or more activities to add 
to this list.  Group activities are hard to 
arrange when so many people are scattered, 
but internet or website or website contact 
might be fun if shared. 
 
22. Complete a Science Fair Project 
about your pony/cob. 
 
Many thanks to Carol Hirons, Dr. Deborah 
Elliott-Fisk and Dr. Carolyn Bronson for 
many hours of thoughtful work on this 
project. 
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“WELSH” YOUTH AWARD  
2009 APPLICATION 

 
NAME          AGE    
 
(PONY/COB  (REG) NAMES:          
 
              
 
ADDRESS:             
 
CITY:         STATE:    ZIP:    
 
NO FEE IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE.  PLEASE JUST SEND IN THIS APPLICATION AND A 
PHOTO OF THE PONY WHO WILL DO MOST OF THE WORK.  THE YEAR-END AWARD WILL BE 
PHOTO-PORTRAIT OF YOUR PONY. 
 

#$�����%�&$�	'����##$&���&'��(	�%�	�)*+�,--.�
 
THE WELSH PONY AND COB ASSOCIATION OF CALIFORNIA “WELSH” YOUTH AWARD SHOULD 
BE COMPLETED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2009.  PLEASE MAIL YOUR ACTIVITY REPORTS AS SOON AS 
THEY ARE COMPLETED.  PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL ALL 5 HAVE BEEN FINISHED. 
 
IF YOUR ACTIVITY IS A PAPER PROJECT, PLEASE ATTACH A COPY. 
 
IF THE ACTIVITY IS AN ACTIVITY, PLEASE WRITE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WHAT YOU DID,  
VERIFICATION IS NOT NECESSARY UNLESS YOU TOOK PART IN AN ORGANIZED ACTIVITY AND 
SHOULD LIKE TO SEND AN ENTRY FORM SIGNED BY THE SECRETARY. 
 
SINCE THIS IS THE FIRST YEAR OF A NEW PROGRAM, PLEASE SEND: 
 

1. Suggestions for further activities 
 
2. Suggestions for ways to share activities with other participants in the 

program 
 

3. Easier ways to show that you have completed the activity. 
 
 
Please send applications and other communications to: 
 

Dr. Carolyn Bronson 
 20486 John Born Road 
 Penn Valley, CA 95946 
 (530) 432-2938 – Home 
 (818) 522-3673 – Cell 
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LOOKING BACK…….. the 70’s 
 

As we celebrate the WPCAC’S 50th 
anniversary, we look back to when this 
organization was put together, what’s 
happened along the way, what’s happening 
today, and hopefully, where we are going in 
the future.  It’s been a lot of fun to peruse 
through some of the old 
Newsletters/Bulletins produced over the 
years.  In many ways, what is happening 
today was happening today.  A group of 
people who loved their Welsh Ponies got 
together and decided to form an organization 
and try and establish venues for showing 
their Welsh! 

Going back through old bulletins, 
trying to find articles that would be of 
interest to today’s members and exhibitors, 
is always a challenge, at best.  Hopefully, 
there will be some items of interest, and 
information about the WPCAC in years past. 

In 1978, Marianne Elliston took it 
upon herself to do geneology research on 
ponies, and the Pony Profile was “born” at 
this time.  These articles were wonderful – 
gave information about the ponies, their 
backgrounds, and activities, and things that 
happened with “their families”.  We’ll 
include one so you can see what they are all 
about. 

Activities were abundant in both 
southern CA as well as at the north end of 
the state.  Lew and Janet Kingston spent 
many hours helping to develop Welsh Pony 
activities in the south, and were responsible 
for the Golden State Championship Horse 
Shows, held in Pomona, as well as gathering 
folks for demonstrations at the LA County 
Fair for several years.  In 1978, the Welsh 
Ponies were invited back to the Golden State 
Championship Show, with 50 classes 
(double from the previous year) which 
included Section A & B breeding, children’s 
riding & driving, hunter, adult riding and 
driving, stakes classes and high point 
awards. 
 

One event held to try and get things 
rolling down there was a visit from Roger 
Van Cleve, who was then the WPCSA 

President.  Roger, who lived in No. CA, 
took a batch of Welsh Pony slides down to a 
meeting that was hosted at the home of 
Sherry Weide, with Erlene Glidewell 
helping.  Home movies of the “66 or “67 (no 
one knew for sure) Western National held in 
Sacramento prompted a “Who’s Who” 
guessing game – something we all continue 
to do today.   

The Annual Competitive Trail Ride 
was held, with great success.  Those in the 
10/Under division were:  1st place – Marisa 
Nardone/Listopada Owain; 2nd place, Jackie 
Hubert/Searles’s Starbright; 3rd place, Lorna 
Konkle/ Welmore Little Love; 4th place, 
Tami Chandler/May Star; 5th place, Robby 
Nash/Choice Lassie.  In the 11-17 division, 
1st place, Tammy Burgin/Haven Rose; 2nd 
place, Jennifer Nash/Juniper Hill George; 3rd 
place, Ruth Verkuyl/Liseter Bright Reward; 
4th place, Kimi Van Cleve/Rutledge Crocus.  
Brave Adults were: 1st place, Mary Lin 
Metcalf/Light Star Lorina; 2nd place, Rhoda 
Verkuyl/Whale Rock Sweet Briar.   

The Auburn Gold Country Fair, 
coordinated by Mary Lin and Harold 
Metcalf, was a huge success.  So good that 
the management of the fair is receptive to 
having classes for Section B Registered 
Welsh as well as Section A’s.  (Imagine 
that!).  

1978 was a year of several “firsts” – 
the possibility of starting a futurity for Cal-
bred Welsh Ponies was discussed, and 
Board Member Nancy Konkle presented a 
plan that appeared to be quite workable.  
Much work and research was done, with the 
result that we had a Futurity Show in 
Monterey for a few years, and it was very 
successful.  Carriage Driving was another 
venue that caught the attention of members, 
with the introduction of Combined Driving 
Events.  These are very popular today, as 
many of you know.  This was the year that 
the Welsh Ponies were invited to the Napa 
Town & Country Fair, with a total of 134 
entries!  This event was coordinated by 
Nancy Konkle, who also acted as Show 
Secretary.  Jerry Stanley was the announcer.  
Roger Van Cleve proudly exhibited his 
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newly acquired stallion, TEXAS 
EXPLORER in the Section A class.  Polly 
Swinerton brought out her Section B 
stallion, FARNLEY GREAT TOM.  Pat 
Holmes has become a Welsh Pony owner, 
and had her 2 year old colt OPEN GATES 
KING out for the first time.  HEYSHAY’S 
JOLLY RODGER, Section B,  was brought 
out by Marilyn Gill, and  Pamela Ramsey 
brought WELMORE GRACE, along with 
her adorable filly by FARNLEY NERO.   
 
Highlights of the performance classes were: 

· the look on Robbie Nash’s face 
when he was called winner in the 
Walk-Trot class on JUNIPER 
HILL GEORGE; 

· WHEN LITTLE Kristy Metcalf 
won the Open English Pleasure 
Class on VARNI’S DREAM 
BOY and gave him a big hug 
right there! 

· The biggest smile on Riley 
Bullard’s face when he won the 
Novice Pleasure Driving class 
with his new pony WELMORE 
FLASHING JUPITER; 

· Harold Metcalf winning the 
Adult Pleasure Driving Class 
with LIGHT STAR LORINA; 

· Jennifer Nash having a beautiful 
day riding and driving Lorina to 
High point. 

 
From 1979…………. 
 
WPAC Officers:  President:  Gerald Nash; 
Vice President, Roger Van Cleve; Secretary, 
Nancy Hay; Treasurer, Harold Metcalf; 
Directors at Large:  Rillie Bullard, Jay 
Hubert, Nancy Konkle, Myrna Massie, 
Claudia Profio.   
 
For each issue, our Presidents, had a 
message for the Bulletin – this effort started 
in the early ‘70’s and continued through that 
decade.  Here is one that seems to be 
prevalent in today’s time. 
 

President’s Message 
 “Versatility!  This word seems to be 
both the burden and the blessing of the 
Welsh Pony.  The Welsh versatility seems to 
come to mind every year at State Fair time 
when we ask one Judge to correctly place 
over 100 ponies in the whole range of 
classes.  It may be an impossible task. 
 I think that we o the West Coast 
perhaps emphasize versatility more than any 
other area of the country.  We have a 
number of onies that will halter, drive, jump, 
go English and Western pleasure, and do a 
trail course as well. 
 The question that comes up is 
whether we can breed to the true Welsh type 
and still remain competent in each area.  The 
argument could be made that we’re losing 
something by making one pony enter such 
diverse areas as pleasure driving and trail; 
that we would be better off to develop either 
good driving ponies or good trail ponies, and 
we should not try to mix the two endeavors. 
 The argument does make some 
sense, but to me the Welsh Pony has two 
qualities that justify the diversification of 
skills that we ask from him.  Those qualities 
are temperment and intelligence.  He has the 
temperment to want to do what we ask of 
him.  He has the intelligence  to do a 
diversity of tasks as well. 
 The range of things we ask him to do 
is a measure of his intelligence.  As he goes 
through his paces, he is demonstrating just 
how intelligent he is. 
 Versatility is the way to go.  Our 
class schedules prove that, unlike many 
breeds, when the breeder’s brochure says the 
Welsh is an intelligent animal, we really 
mean it.”   Gerald W. Nash, President 
 
9/79 – 15th Annual Western National Welsh 
Pony Show, Sacramento, CA 
10/79 – Golden West Championship Show, 
Monterey, CA, Futurity classes, plus a full 
slate of halter and performance classes. 
11/79 – Golden State Championship Horse 
Show, Pomona, CA 
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It looks like it was a year with some big shows as well as the regular shows held throughout the 
year! 
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Well, if you can read this article, (see 
above) you are doing very well!  Hopefully, 
as you print the page, you’ll be able to read 
the article. 
 As you can see, this was written in 
1971 – just as the Hubert family was starting 
to get involved with Welsh Ponies.  Melva 
was Jay’s mother, and she hooked up with 
Florence and Roy Stradan while looking for 
a pony for her twin daughters.  That was the 
beginning for the Hubert’s.  Jay and I got 
involved with the club in the early ‘70’s, and 
shortly after becoming members, Coffing 
Oaks Welsh Ponies was born.  The property 
we lived on at the time was Coffing Oaks – 
thus that name.   At that time, Roger Van 
Cleve, Pat deWitt, Rhoda Verkuyl, Sarah 
Brooks, Florence and Roy Stradan (names I 
remember) were all on the WPAC Board of 
Directors.  Jay became involved probably 
mid-70’s, and got himself elected President!  
He was a very active President for several 
years, and eventually was able to “pass the 
baton” on to Gerry Nash.  Jay worked with 
friends in Southern CA a great deal, trying 
to get ponies involved in activities and 
showing.  As reported in the section prior to 
this piece, thanks to Lew Kingston 
(deceased) and Ed Profio (deceased), there 
was a lot of activity for quite awhile – it was 
the real beginning of what’s been happening 
in this decade.   
 With Jay’s involvement with the 
club, I, too, became involved.  At that time, 
my good friend Rhoda Verkuyl was the 
editor of The Welsh Bulletin, and I worked 
with her, and ultimately, she passed the job 
on to me.  I did it for several years, and 
eventually passed it on to Susan Serpa, who 
did a wonderful job with up-grading the 
Bulletin and making it something all of us 
were proud of.   She passed it on to 
Meredith Krienke, who did further up-
grades, truly making the Bulletin a work of 
art – she had the skills to do a beautiful job.  
So, as you see, this job has made the rounds.  
Teresa Mumford did a great job with it, but 
has had lots of “stuff” happen in her 
personal life this past year, so I offered to 

bail her out – so now is the time for 
someone else to volunteer. 
 Got off track there, but that’s how 
we got involved.  My mother-in-law 
(Melva) was the Show Secretary for a few 
years, and one year she said “enough”, and 
that’s how I got that job.  It was a case of – 
Jackie was independent enough with her 
riding, and didn’t want Mom around, and I 
needed a job, so took it on.  Fortunately, 
over the years, others have offered help, and 
David Maurer has written an electronic 
show program, thus making our lives much 
easier.  Yes, we always need a show 
secretary, but at least it’s quite manageable 
now. 
 With our involvement in the club, we 
got to be good friends with Roger and 
Aileen Van Cleve.  Many of you will 
recognize the prefix Shiloh as in the Shiloh 
Driving Perpetual Trophy.  Aileen is the 
person who really got us involved in 
learning about the pedigrees of the ponies.  
We got the full set of stud books right away, 
and spent hours pouring over them, learning 
all about the different ponies.  It was really a 
fun time.  Roger was very active with the 
WPAC, and ultimately, with the WPCSA.  
Life was very different with the WPCSA 
back in those days – we’ve come a long way 
since then.   
 During this time we also became 
good friends with the Verkuyl’s, and many 
of you will recognize the Bar-GR  Section 
B Overall Perpetual Trophy, which is 
presented annually to the high score Section 
B performance pony.  Both of these 
families, as well as the others mentioned 
earlier, were involved with the WPAC well 
before the Hubert’s got involved. 
 Some of our very best friends are 
“pony” people – it’s funny to reflect back.  
Our involvement with this organization has 
been a wonderful experience, and something 
we have really believed in.  The best part of 
this group is that while exhibitors are all 
striving to win in the show ring, we are all 
friends outside the show ring.  
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2009 ANNE WESTERMAN MEMORIAL 
NOMINATION 

We are pleased to nominate David and 
Carol Maurer of Gaslight Farm for the Anne 
Westerman Memorial Award. We believe that 
their contributions to our world of Welsh ponies 
and cobs have been very much in the spirit of 
Ann Westerman herself, as they support and 
promote the breed, the people and the 
organizations involved with the world of Welsh 
here in California, and also across the United 
States, and abroad. On a personal note, we 
consider them our inspiration for forming our 
own Welsh Mountain Pony herds and breeding 
programs, and feel fortunate to call them friends. 
And to have the Gaslight ponies in our pastures 
and pony pedigrees! 

Although Carol had a lifetime interest in 
horses, and in particular Arabians, David did 
not, David and Carol started Gaslight Farm in 
Yorba Linda in 1983 as a FAMILY activity. 
David believed in the family doing things 
together, and as Carol points out, she and the 
kids were not as interested in cultivating prize-
winning orchids as David!  Hence, David joined 
the stable and show-ring. What is most 
interesting though is that it was really David 
who decided the Welsh Mountain Ponies were 
what HE was interested in. Their first pony was 
a “grade” Welsh-type mare that was Darci’s 
pony: Black Satin. They bought Chaparral’s 
Crystal as a green broke 4-year old, and were 
now hooked – this was such a SPECIAL mare! 
David was very interested in driving, and he, 
Carol, Darci and Ben all enjoyed getting the 
ponies fit and shiny, and showing them. The 
ponies were of course great mounts for the kids 
Darci and Ben, and everyone remembers how 
much they loved their ponies, including 
Chaparral’s Crystal and Chaparral’s Centurion 
(aka “Goofy”). The family got involved with 
WPCAC and WPCSA, as well as with neighbors 
in local open shows in Southern California. 
Strolling along the neighborhood sidewalks, 
people would stop to visit the ponies in the 
Maurer’s “backyard,” and visitor’s were always 
welcome to the Maurer’s urban farm.  When 
visiting Orange County, a trip to Disneyland 
(where daughter Darci has worked for many 
years) was not complete without a visit to 
Gaslight Farm to see the new foals, Lwcus and 
the entire family! 

Carol and David helped found the 
Southern California Welsh Society (SCAWs), 
and with other members like Stephanie 
Abronson, Ed and Jan Malaznik, Carolyn 

Bronson, Karen and Kathy MacLeay, Carrie 
MacKay MacWhorter, Janina Owens, and 
others, not only ran the SCAWS club and 
multiple shows, but formed the Welsh Dragons, 
who regularly were in the New Year’s Day Rose 
Parade in the 1990s, as well as other venues. 
SCAWs was the “face” of Welsh ponies and 
cobs in Southern California for many years. 

Asgard Sultan of Swing became their 
first Gaslight herd stallion, and the Maurer’s 
began to acquire other fillies and mares (other 
than the legendary Crystal (LOM) noted above), 
including Gaslight Siwgr Baby and Chaparral’s 
Courvoisier. “Truly bitten” by the Welsh 
Mountain Pony bug, David and Carol made their 
first trip to the UK in 1993 to look at section A 
ponies for substance and type, as they believed 
that A x B crosses were resulting in some loss of 
Welsh Mountain Pony type in the USA. Carol 
and David visited several studs in the UK, but 
were taken by Dr. Wynne Davies’s Ceulan 
ponies with their wonderful looks and great 
disposition, and it was there and then they 
started to important Ceulan ponies, including 
*Ceulan Lwcus (LOM), their senior stallion. In 
addition to importing Lwcus, they have imported 
several section A fillies, including *Ceulan 
Lorelei, Bounce, Cerys, Symphony, Lydia, 
Lynette and *Wharley Silver Charm. With 
Lwcus, Crystal, and Siwgr Baby, these mares 
have formed the basis of their outstanding, now 
25-year old Welsh Mountain Pony program.  
David and Carol have retained select young 
stock over the years to eventually replace their 
sire (with Gaslight Shamrock now their junior 
stallion) and dams (including Cinderella and 
Siwgr Bear).  Gaslight Lancelot was also 
repurchased and is now back at Gaslight as a 
stallion. Other youngstock are showing across 
the country, serving as herd sires (aka Gaslight 
Beethoven) and dams (aka Gaslight Lili), and as 
great family ponies. In addition, the Maurer’s 
bred some outstanding half-Welsh, with Lwcus 
their sire, that have gone on to do great things on 
the show circuit, including Blue Mesa Chico and 
Let’s Finish the Game. 

In 2001, David, Carol and daughter 
Darci imported their first section C Welsh Pony 
of Cob Type from the Synod Stud in Wales: 
Synod Aurora (“Huggie Bear.”) Aurora has 
proven to be both a great performance pony of 
cob type and potential broodmare, with her first 
foal (a Lwcus daughter) Amber placing very 
well in the show ring her first year. More 
Gaslight section Cs are to come – no doubt! 
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One of the Maurer’s greatest pleasures 
has been working with Dr. Carrie (MacKay) 
MacWhorter as their long-time trainer and 
friend. Carrie has not only trained and shown 
many of the Maurer ponies, but bought Lwcus’s 
first foal, the filly Gaslight Chwyrlwynt, whom 
she has shown to her LOM, AOE and now Order 
of  Dragon lifetime achievement awards. 
“Wendy” is the do-everything mare, and Carrie 
has shown that this wonderful mare is truly at a 
level of her own. The amazing Wendy has done 
it all, and retired at the end of the 2008 show 
season. 

The Gaslight ponies’ accomplishments 
continue to be numerous. We all remember how 
handsome Lwcus (earning his SIRE LOM this 
past year) was in the ring, and the fun 
dispositions he continues to pass onto his get, 
who all really love people (in fact, some think 
they are people!).  Ceulan Lorelei had a fanastic 
show career, not only in the WPCSA circuit but 
as an American Quarter Pony, winning so much 
stuff that her prize tack outfitted many ponies 
(and Carrie) and brought great attention to the 
Welsh breed. Together, Lwcus, Lorelei and 
Lydia earned numerous WPCSA show points 
such that their dam, *Lisvane Lotus Blossom, 
won her WPCSA Dam LOM in 2002! They 
were so happy to accomplish this for Dr. Wynne 
Davies. Sherri and Crystal both continue to 
show, as well as give the grandchildren lessons. 
And Carol is out in the show ring, driving junior 
stallion Rocky in carriage, pleasure driving and 
cones! Yes, as the primary care-giver of the 
beloved ponies, it is so fun to see her now OUT 
THERE in the ring driving Gaslight Shamrock, 
and having a blast doing it. As we say, you go 
girl! 
  David and Carol continue to make may 
contributions as show managers, show 
secretaries, and exhibitors, bringing many ponies 
from home so shows can “go gold” and helping 
support all exhibitors. Another huge contribution 
of David’s has been the database program he 
created for shows (including entries, listing of 
show placings, and point compilation). This is a 
huge contribution to both WPCAC and the 
WPCSA.  Carol has previously served on the 
WPCAC board and is currently on the WPCSA 
board of directors. David and Carol regularly go 
to the major Welsh shows in Wales, and serve as 
American ambassadors of sorts for the breed. 
And the entire family remains engaged in 
Gaslight Farm!  

For us, the Welsh shows are always a 
special treat with David and Carol there. While 

standing ring-side (and holding a pony to enter 
the ring or not), they are always willing to help, 
laugh, visit and enjoy the Welsh family.  If you 
need something, whether to spiff up your pony 
or go to the snack stand, Carol may help by 
reaching into her burse! Oh, what fun we have 
all had enjoying the world of Welsh ponies and 
cobs. And as Carol told us years ago, what 
makes the Welsh show circuit special is the 
people – and David and Carol are two of them! 

We are both happy and sad to report that 
David and Carol are moving from urban Orange 
County, California to Roseburg, Oregon to a 
new 38-acre pony farm!  This has been a dream 
for many years and part of their retirement plan. 
Carol promised Lwcus and Lorelei that she 
would turn them back out on rolling green 
pastures, and this dream is coming true. Dear 
friends, we will miss you here as residents of 
California, but see you in our West Coast show 
circuit many years into the future. 

It is truly a pleasure to know you and to 
nominate you for the Anne Westerman 
Memorial Award.  Fondly,  Debbie Elliott-Fisk, 
Teresa Mumford and Sarah & Steve Dickmeyer 
 

 
Jackie presenting to Carol and David 

 
Sarah, Carol, David & Debbie 
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